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OUR VISION
Madina Institute strives to bring hope, growth and opportunity to all human
beings as a place of deep theological reflection. We understand that people
can be both seekers of knowledge and believers of faith, each solidifying the
other. Madina Institute is a place where your spiritual journey will flourish
and help you delve deeper into your faith to serve humanity selflessly.

OUR MISSION
We, at Madina Institute, believe that every human being is uniquely created and
called for a compelling purpose. We are committed to helping students discover,
develop, and deploy their calling.
We, at Madina Institute, believe that every human being is created with the
potential to achieve. We are committed to helping students excel in every
area of pursuit, especially in their area of unique gifting.
We, at Madina Institute, strive to pursue righteousness as presented in the Sacred
Texts; The Qur’an, and Authentic Prophetic Sunnah. In other words, we will make
every effort to balance grace and truth and ultimately point students to Allah, the
All Loving Creator of all, and then to the person and message of Muhammad
(peace be upon him).
We, at Madina Institute, seek to create a healthy educational environment that is
nurturing, empowering, loving and positive; where students can grow, develop,
and maximise their potential.
Together, we will strive to energise and equip each student to succeed in whatever
path Allah (Glorified and Exalted); the All Loving Creator, facilitates. Our desire is to
see our students transform themselves, their communities, and the world, and
become purposeful, productive and spiritual Muslim adults.

OUR PURPOSE
A Prophetic one: A better world for all.

ABOUT MADINA INSTITUTE
Madina Institute has established campuses across the globe. After starting its
activities in the United States of America in 1994, branches were established in the
United Kingdom, Norway and South Africa.
Madina Institute South Africa is provisionally registered with the Department of
Higher Education and Training until 31 December 2021 as a private higher
education institution under the Act. Registration certificate No.2018/HE08/001.
The Madina Institute was founded by Shaykh Dr Muhammad bin Yahya Al Ninowy
who was born in Syria and currently resides in Atlanta, United States of America.
The 1 Year Usul al Din (Advanced Certificate In Islamic Studies) full time program
is taught at Madina Campuses in Cape Town, South Africa and Atlanta, USA.
Part-time Usul al Din Programs are facilitated at the UK and Norway Madina
campuses. Madina Institute is a dedicated centre of learning and runs programs,
classes, seminars and outreach programs in Malaysia, Mauritius, India and
Arkansas, USA.
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When You Pledge
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Since
2014
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graduates have been transforming
the moral fibre of communities.
Without a doubt given the current
worldwide turmoil an understanding of
Islam and the role of Muslims in the
contemporary world is increasingly vital.
Our students will become the teachers of the
future with a vision for multiculturalism and
peaceful co-existence.
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Our lecturers have the ability to
explain
the
meaning
and
foundation of the classical texts
and other curriculum material
and also convey the relevance of
it in today's context.

Islam places a high value on education and as it
spreads, education is an important channel to create a
universal and cohesive social order in South Africa and
globally.
When you pledge towards a student of din, you improve the
economic outcome of citizens and determine the prospects of future
generations especially in developing countries such as South Africa.
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Madina Institute is
a place where your
spiritual journey will
flourish and help
you delve deeper
into your faith to serve
humanity selflessly.
With a strong presence in the United States of
America, United Kingdom, Norway and South
Africa, Madina Institute is one of the leading
Islamic educational institutions. Its excellence
is exhibited in its academic curriculum that
has excelled in establishing a balanced and
moderate approach to religion.
Madina Institute prizes academic research
that is rooted in the religion of Islam. We seek
to develop a holistic graduate who can enrich
society through conscious leadership and that
is responsive to internal and external
imperatives.
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1 YEAR USUL AL
DIN PROGRAM
(1 Year Intensive)
Madina Institute’s 1 Year Usul al Din Program in Islamic
Sciences is tailored for students who are beginning their
journeyin Islamic Studies. The course provides a solid basis
in Islamic Scholarship.
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Course

02

Duration:
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1YUAD

1 Year

Course Prerequisites:
-National Senior Certificate* (Matric certificate pass)
-Basic ability to read the Arabic Script

(Quranic recitation) is advantageous

-English Proficiency
*Age exemption may apply for individuals who do
not have an NSC
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CREATING FAITHFUL
REPRESENTATIVES OF
A PRACTICED ISLAM
5

5

MADINA INSTITUTE
FOCUSES STRONGLY
ON THE QUR’AN AND
AUTHENTIC SUNNAH
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
1 Year Usul Al Din Program combines the essentials of Islamic Studies and Arabic
Language Studies to provide an accessible means to studying the Deen. This
accelerated track offers the opportunity to study in a faster time frame and more
efficient manner. The program offers a well-rounded curriculum with courses in
Fiqh, Arabic, Islamic History, Quran, Hadith, Seerah, Legal Theory and more.
Students complete the program with the theory and practical skills needed to have
a foundational understanding of their faith. At the end of the 1 year, qualifying
students are eligible to receive a completion certificate and a traditional Ijaaza
from Shaykh Muhammad Al Ninowy.

THE MADINA METHODOLOGY
Our teaching methodology is extremely unique in its process to teach students the
variety of viewpoints within the bounds of Ahl’ Sunnah. This approach provides
students with an unbiased understanding of many schools of thought. At Madina,
we believe in providing knowledge and information, not indoctrinating a particular
point of view. This results in a well-rounded seeker of knowledge. We believe in
bringing the best scholars to the students, without requiring the students to travel
the world to seek the knowledge they crave. Each student has the opportunity to
interact with, and study under scholars in a variety of fields from all across the
world. We provide students with in-class instruction and one-on-one attention
from teachers as required.
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of the program include providing students with the means to
study their din in an academic, traditional and practical manner; developing a sound
grasp of foundational classical Arabic; foundational understanding of the Islamic faith;
and the tools needed to access traditional texts and scholars from around the world.
We also provide students with the opportunities and platforms for community
engagement, developing well-rounded students who contribute positively to society.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
The program’s duration is approximately 11 months, divided into 2 semesters. Classes
run from mid-January to November, with mid-semester breaks. Classes start at
7.30am Monday to Friday. Classes end at 3.30pm Monday - Thursday, and at Jumuah
(12 noon) on Fridays. Students are expected to attend some Saturday classes as well.
Students are also expected to participate in community and volunteer initiatives
which form part of their practical service.
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COURSE 1

1 YEAR USUL
AL DIN
PROGRAM

ARABIC LANGUAGE

ARABIC LANGUAGE

Course Code: ARB100
Topics covered

•
•
•

Fundamentals of Arabic
Grammar
Fundamentals of Arabic
Morphology
Application of Arabic
Grammar and Morphology

Overview
The course in classical Arabic Language is developed to take students from
a beginner’s level in Arabic studies to proficiency in reading and writing.
The aim on completion is to provide the student with the necessary
foundational tools to begin to interact with the Qur’an and classical texts
independently. The journey begins by setting solid foundations in the
language. This is achieved by introducing the students to fundamental
principles of Arabic Grammar and Morphology.

Learning outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

•

Have a sound understanding of the structure of the Arabic language;

•

Differentiate between a noun, verb and a particle;

•

Identify the components
of sentences;

•

Demonstrate an understanding of the fundamentals of Arabic Grammar;

•

Articulate and identify the 23+ Forms;

•

Use an Arabic dictionary; and

•

Begin to interact with the Qur’an and classical texts.

Primary Texts
•

Foundation Level Arabic

•

Arabic Module 1 and 2

•

Selected Surahs of the Qur’an
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PROGRAM

THEOLOGY (AQIDAH)
Overview
FUNDAMENTALS OF FAITH

Course Code: AQE100
Topics covered
•
•
•

Who is Allah?
Understanding the attributes
of Allah.
Tenets of faith (Allah, Angels,
Revealed Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day
and Divine Decree)

Theology (Aqidah) covers all beliefs and belief systems of Muslims,
including sectarian differences and points of contention. Though
theology is the cornerstone of the Islamic religion, it is often quite
misunderstood by Muslims themselves in a modern era where
classical works are neglected. Through detailed study and
memorisation of classical texts and proofs, as well as a study of
Logic (Mantiq) and Philosophy, students become vested to navigate
the landscape of polemics and inter- and intra-religious discussion
with sound logic and perspective.
This module will introduce students to the most important political and
theological groupings in the formative period of Islam, from the period
following the assassination of the third caliph, ‘Uthman, until approximately the middle of the 4th century AH / 10th century CE. By studying these
texts in the context of their time, as well as their interactions with one
another, students will gain a deeper insight into the reasons for the
formation of the theological schools of thought. In addition, students
will take an in-depth look at the contemporary religious groups of the
modern era as well as the tract which details the “aqidah for
non-sectarian people”: Aqidah al-Tahawiyyah.

Learning outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

•

•

Appreciate the diversity of political and theological opinion in the
formative period of Islam and its relationship with historical events;

•

Understand the development of different Muslim sects and
theological schools from a critical historical perspective;

•

Gain critical appreciation of theological labels such as Ahl al-Sunnah,
Shia and Mu’tazila in the light of their geneses;

•

Demonstrate an understanding of contemporary Muslim groups in
the modern era; and

••

Gain a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental beliefs of
Ahl al-Sunnah.

Primary Texts
•
•
•

Aqidah al-Tahawiyyah
Fiqh ul Akbar
Jowhara At-Tawheed
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COURSE 3

1 YEAR USUL
AL DIN
PROGRAM

ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE (FIQH)
CHAPTERS OF FIQH

Course Code: FIQ100
Topics covered
PURIFICATION
Wudu, ghusl, tayammum, menstruation,
wiping over footgear, filth, types
of water, cleaning after relieving oneself.
PRAYER

Overview
Allah Most High says, “I have not created jinn-kind nor mankind for
any purpose other than to worship Me.” (Qur’an, 51:56). This module
provides comprehensive and knowledge-based answers to all of the
questions students are likely to face in their worship of Allah,
the Most High, all in light of a formal textbook on Hanafi and Shafi’i
law that have been used for centuries.
This module covers the necessary aspects of the Islamic law of personal
and inter-personal worship from the five pillars of Islam. Students will
study ritual purification (taharah), the daily prescribed prayers (salah),
purifying alms (zakah), fasting during the month of Ramadan (sawm),
the major pilgrimage (hajj), marriage, divorce, trade and inheritance;
together with the textual evidences and principles of fiqh for these
rulings.

Prayer times, adhan, conditions of prayer,
components of prayer, invalidators of prayer,
jumuah, the travellers prayer and various other
type of prayers, makeup prayer, different types
of prostration, the funeral prayer and burial
rituals (practical workshop).

Learning outcomes

FASTING

•

Concept of moonsighting, rules of fasting,
fasting in Ramadan, other types of fasts.

Understand the rules of purification and prayer that muslims are
likely to encounter in their daily life;

•

Understand the Islamic law related to the five pillars of Islam;

•

Understand the principles that govern these rulings; and

•

Be dynamic with the modern challenges through deep
understanding of the principles of fiqh.

ZAKAH

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Recipients of zakah, who has to pay zakah,
zakah calculation (workshop).
HAJJ/UMRAH
An interactive and detailed workshop on
how to perform Hajj and Umrah.

Primary Texts
•

Mukhtasar al-Quduri

•

Kifayah Tul Akhyar

INTER-PERSONAL FIQH
Marriage: nikkah ceremony, rites, rules.
Divorce: validity, circumstance applicable.
Trade: contracts, agreements.
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COURSE 4
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LEGAL THEORY (USUL AL FIQH)

PRINCIPLES OF ISLAMIC
JURISPRUDENCE AND
LEGAL THEORY

Course Code: USU100
Topics covered
•
•
•
•
•

What is fard and wajib?
What is sunnah?
What is makruh?
Understanding halal and
haram.
Understanding how rulings
and classifications are derived.

Overview
This course aims to deliver a comprehensive understanding of the
roots of law according to the Hanafi and Shafi’i School. Students will
engage with the principles and investigative methodologies through
which practical legal rules are developed from the foundational
sources. The primary base of law is the Qur’an. The second source is
the Sunnah, reports about the sayings, actions, or tacit approvals of
the Prophet (peace and blessings upon him and his family). The third
source is the consensus (ijma) of all Muslim interpretive scholars in a
specific age on a legal rule about an issue not covered in the Qur’an
or Sunnah. The fourth source is analogy (qiyas), or rule by precedent.
Some Hanafis, such as Ibn Abidin and Maliki jurists, consider customs
(urf) to be an additional source of law. In addition to these basic
sources, several assumptions and principles aid the jurist in deriving
interpretive rules: preference (istihsan), unregulated interest (maslahah mursalah), and the presumption of continuity (istishab).

Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
•

Obtain adequate knowledge -of the sources of Shari’ah that
regulate a Mukallaf (legally responsible) person;

•

Apply traditional Usul al Fiqh to the modern era;

•

Demonstrate proficiency in the understanding of the methodology
of Islamic lawmaking;
Confidently recall the position of the Hanafi and Shafi’i schools of
thought on different usuli principles;

•
•

Apply traditional Usul al Fiqh to the modern era; and

•

Understand the origins of the differences in the schools of Islamic
law.

Primary Texts
•

Al-Waraqaat

•

Usul al-Shaashi
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COURSE 5
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PROGRAM

SCIENCES OF IHSAN

ISLAMIC SPIRITUALITY

Course Code: TAZ100
Topics covered
•
•
•

Purification of the heart
Perfection of character
Selfless service

(ISLAMIC SPIRITUALITY)

Overview
In the famous Hadith of Jibrieel, the Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings upon him and his family) delineates the three
key principles of the Islamic faith; Islam, Iman and Ihsan. The first, Islam,
includes the “five pillars of the religion. These rituals are designed to
discipline the body to perform outward practices of faith. The second,
iman, includes the “six pillars of belief”, intended to discipline the mind.
The third, ihsan, is meant to develop the soul by inculcating
God-consciousness in every aspect of life.
Referred to as “Tazkiyah” in the Qur’an and as “Ihsan” in the Sunnah, this
course introduces the history, theory and practice of the discipline of
Islamic spirituality and speaks about its basis in the Quran and Sunnah.
It looks at the formal development of this Prophetic Legacy, which
focuses on purification of the heart and inner reform, and introduces its
goals, objectives and practices.
Instruction of the student and the method of learning by Imam
Zarnuji deals with the etiquette of a student; and the approach a
seeker of knowledge should have toward knowledge and the teachers
of knowledge. Bidayatul Hidayah by Imam Ghazali deals with topics
like obedience; refraining from disobedience; and the etiquette of
Companionship with the Creator and the creation.

Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
•

Display Akhlaaq - good character;

•

Understand the qualities that will draw one closer to Allah; and

•

Understand the actions that will create distance between
one and Allah.

Primary Texts
•
•

Zarnuji
Bidayatul Hidayah
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QURANIC SCIENCES

ULUM AL QUR’AN

Course Code: QUR100

Topics Covered
•
•
•
•
•

Revelation of the Qur’an
Transmission of the Qur’an
Collection of the Qur’an
Its order and arrangement
Different recitations

•

Information about the reasons
and occasions of revelation
Makki and Madani revelation

•
•
•
•
•

About the abrogating and
abrogated verses
About the 'clear' and the
'unclear' verses
Types of tafsir books
The scholars of tafsir and
their books.

Overview
The knowledge of Ulum al-Qu'ran, or 'The Sciences of the Qur'an' deals
with the knowledge of those sciences that have a direct bearing on the
recitation, history, understanding and implementation of the Qur'an. It is
therefore, a vast field of Islamic scholarship, and one that is of primary
importance. This will prepare the student for Qur’an Tafsir in which the
knowledge learnt will practically be applied as the journey to understand
the Qur’an begins.
This course covers the important aspects of Quranic Sciences. With regards
to recitation, students will understand the different methodologies of
reciting the Qur'an (the qira'at), the blessings of reciting the Qur'an, and the
etiquette of its recitation. Students will learn the causes of revelation
(asbab an-nuzul), the knowledge of Makki and Madani revelations, the
knowledge of the various forms (ahruf) it was revealed in, the understanding
of its abrogated rulings and verses (nasikh wal-mansukh), the knowledge of
the various classifications of its verses (muhkam and mutashabih, 'am and
khas, mutlaq and muqqayad, etc.) and the knowledge of its interpretation
(tafsir).

Learning outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
•

Better understand the Qur'an, in that the student will be familiar with the
history of its revelation and collection, and the various aspects that aids its
comprehension;

•

Understand the development of the script of the Qur’an;

•

Realise the wealth of knowledge and insight that exists with regards to the
Book of Allah;

•

Identify the Makki and Madani verses to a certain extent; and

•

Explore the different types of tafsir books.

Primary Texts
•

Al Itqan Fi Uloom Al Qur'an

•

Safwatul Bayan

•

Murshid al Qari
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HADITH SCIENCES

HADITH & HADITH SCIENCES

Course Code: HAD100

Topics covered
•
•
•
•

Classification of hadith (saheeh,
hasan and daif)
Types of chains of transmission
(asanid)
Types of rejected narrations
Hadith terminology

Overview
Traditions (Hadith) are records of actions, statements and descriptions
of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings upon him and his family).
As these traditions are a key source of Islamic law, thought, culture,
and life - second only to the Qur’an itself - this course aims to derive
points of benefit from the Prophetic traditions.
This course intends to nurture the student’s faith, deepen their religious
understanding, increase them in love of the Beloved Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings upon him and his family) and gain clarity on
how to live the essence of his wisdom.
Studying the principles of hadith classification and terminology is a major
component of hadith studies. This course covers the types of chains of
transmission (asanid), types of acceptable narrations (maqbul) and the
types of rejected narrations (mardud).

Learning outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
•

Gain precise definitions and explanations of core Islamic concepts;

•

Contextualise this Prophetic guidance to our contemporary lives;

•

Understand the beauty, wisdom, virtue, and mercy that is the essence
and reality of Prophetic guidance;

•

Describe the difference between ‘ahadith’ and ‘sunnah’;

•

Demonstrate an understanding of the different phases in the collating of
hadith literature in the first three centuries of Islam;

•

Evaluate the methods used to classify hadith;

•

Demonstrate an understanding of the hadith types and their definitions; and

•

Differentiate between the levels of authenticity of hadith narrations.

Primary Texts
•

Nawawi’s 40Hadith

•

The Nukhbatul Fikr

•

Nuzah of Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani
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SEERAH

LESSONS FROM SEERAH

Overview
"Certainly, there is an excellent example for you in the Messenger
of Allah, for him who looks forward to Allah and the Last Day, and
remembers Allah much." [Qur’an 33:21]

Course Code: SEE100
Topics covered
•
•
•

Prophetic biography
Islamic history
Lessons from the life of the
Prophet and his companions
(peace and blessings be upon them)

The Seerah (Prophetic Biography) course is designed to acquaint
students with the life and noble teachings of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings upon him and his family) with its primary and secondary
sources. Students will trace the life history of our beloved Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings upon him and his family) in Makka from the days before
the advent of Islam; known as the time of ignorance, to the different phases of
revelation and prophethood.

Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
•

Have comprehensive knowledge about the Prophet’s lineage, his
birth, his early life, and the methods he adopted in his Da‘wah
(Islamic call) at the beginning of his mission;

•

Understand his way of dealing with various matters;

•

Know about the miracles of the Prophet;

•

Know about the lives of the companions; and

•

Know the authentic citations of the Prophet in order to distinguish
them from those that are inauthentic.

Primary Text
•

Seerah (by Ibn Hisham)
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HOW TO APPLY
Step 1: Choose your course. Visit www.madinainstitute.ac.za
Step 2: Check the entry requirements.
Step 3: Complete the online application and submit supporting
certified documents.
Step 4: Pay the application fee of R250

APPLICATION TIMELINE
APRIL
APPLICATIONS
APPLICATIONSOPEN
OPEN

..
..
..
.

..
..
.
APPLICATION
DEADLINE..
APPLICATION
DEADLINE
DECEMBER

JANUARY
ORIENTATION
ORIENTATION

TUITION FEES
Tuition fees for the 1 Year Usul Al Din Program is R39500 pa.

SINGLE PAYMENT
BEFORE 31 MARCH 2021

DEPOSIT

AMOUNT

TOTAL

R1000

R34550

R35 550

R1000

10 X R3850

R39 500

(10% DISCOUNT APPLIES IF FULLY PAID BY ABOVE DATE)

INSTALMENTS

visit www.madinainstitute.ac.za
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PROGRAM SUMMARY
COURSES

ARABIC
LANGUAGE
ARB100

THEOLOGY
(AQIDAH)
AQE100

DETAILS/ PRIMARY TEXT(S)

CREDITS

Foundation Level Arabic
Arabic Module 1 and 2

30

Selected Surahs of the Quran

Aqidah al-Tahawiyyah
Fiqh ul Akbar
Jowhara

30

Nasafiyah

ISLAMIC
JURISPRUDENCE
(FIQH)
FIQ100
LEGAL THEORY
(USUL AL FIQH)
USU100
SCIENCES
OF IHSAN
(ISLAMIC
SPIRITUALITY)
TAZ100
QURANIC
SCIENCES
QUR100
HADITH
SCIENCES
HAD100
PROPHETIC
BIOGRAPHY
(SEERAH)
SEE100

Mukhtasar al-Quduri
Kifayah Tul Akhyar

Al-Waraqaat
Usul al-Shaashi

Zarnuji

30

30

30

Bidayatul Hidayah

Al Itqan Fi Uloom Al Qur'an
Safwatul Bayan

25

Murshid al Qari

Nawawi’s 40 Hadith
The Nukhbatul Fikr
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Nuzah of Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani

Seerah (by Ibn Hisham)
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www.madinainstitute.ac.za
T: +27 (0)21 421 9027 E: info@madinainstitute.ac.za
3rd Floor, Icon Building, Lower Long Street, Cape Town

